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The Governance Team is charged with leading the congregation and serving as the primary decision making body for 

the church with oversight of all matters related to the church.  While our administrative teams (Finance, Trustees, 

Staff/Parish, etc.) monitor the property, finances and staff of the congregation it is the Governance Team that sets the 

overall direction of the church to which the administrative teams respond.  Similarly the new Compass Points Ministry 

Team takes its direction from the Governance Team.  Please hold the leaders of the church in your prayers. 
 

Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Allender, Governance Team 

Member of Central since 1967. I am looking forward to working with the new Governance 

Team in giving direction and focus to what Central Church will be in the next few years, and 

providing guidance in how we accomplish that.  My vision is a church of “community” which 

includes powerful and marginalized, faith-filled and struggling, insiders and outliers, healthy 

and sick, but all of whom are children of God.  A community which calls each of us to live 

beyond self.  Contact me at 255-7140, or barbara.allender33@gmail.com 
 

Linda Davidson, Governance Team 

Linda, a native New Mexican, with her husband, Marc, have been active members of Central 

UNM since 1997.  Linda attended the University of New Mexico, earning bachelor and 

master degrees in Fine Arts as well as MA in business.   She recently retired (November, 

2014) when she and her brother closed a very successful, fifty year old family business, 

Chaparral Electric Company. So now she enjoys pushing forward with her various classical 

and jazz music groups, her printmaking, and looks forward to the coming year with the 

Governance Committee. 

Jim Dines, Governance Team 

Nancy and I have been members at Central for the past several years. Previously I served on 

the Finance Committee, and I was delighted when asked to be a member of the Governance 

Team.  I am passionate about serving Central and our congregation in this capacity as a 

means of maintaining our church as a sanctuary for people from all walks of life.   Thank you 

for this opportunity, and for your support, assistance and prayers as we move forward 

together. 
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Nadia Dockendorff, governance Team 
 

Randy Fuller, governance Team 

I have been a member of Central for almost 30 years. My wife, Barbara, has been here for 

most of her life. She was baptized and confirmed here and we were married here. 

Central has always been a great place filled with wonderful and caring people. To me, 

Central is an easy and safe place to practice our faith, to be open and to love and care for 

one another. 

I was so glad to have Central in my life when my children were growing up. They too 

experienced so many caring adults who treated them as Barbara and I did. 

They say “it takes a village to raise a child” and Central was a very important “village” for our children. 

As a member of the governance committee, I hope to play a small part in ensuring that many more will have the 

opportunity to share my experience and to further their faith in whatever form they wish for many years to come. 
 

George Faulhaber, governance Team 

Donna and I have been members of Central  forever.  Relationships with the special people 
of this church have kept us coming back and coming back to our partners in Christ.  Over the 
years I have served on the Finance Committee, chaired the Board of Trustees, and 
volunteered for Helping Hands. On Monday nights, Donna and I teach a Bible Study 
exploring God’s word and building a foundation that allows our faith to grow and prepares 
us to answer His call to service.   
As a member of the Governance Team, I do support Pastor Scott’s vision of strong, caring 
relationships within and outside our doors and Barbara’s vision of community calling each 

of us to serve and live beyond self. What an exciting time to listen to your needs. What an exciting time to address 
those needs and serve our community we call Central United Methodist Church. 
 
 

 

Jean Hawk, Staff Parish Relations Chair 

Jean is married to retired Pastor Jim Hawk and served multiple congregations with him in his 

43+ years of ministry.  She and Jim have three children, and she herself grew up in a 

Methodist Church family.  She recently completed three years of service on the CUMC Board 

of Trustees and served as Chairperson two years.  In 2015 she became a member of the 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) and began serving as Chairperson on January 1, 

2016.  She graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelors of Science in Nursing from the 

University of New Mexico College of Nursing.  Her post graduate course work was in Health 

Care Administration through the University of Minnesota.  As a nurse, she worked with Presbyterian Healthcare 

Services in direct patient care, as associate administrator of Northside Presbyterian Hospital and Anne Pickard Long 

Term Care facility.  She also worked as a school nurse in Odessa, Texas for four years, and then returned to 

Presbyterian in Albuquerque to a position designed to evaluate patient care outcomes and overall quality.  She has had 

experience with broad-based management, financial and human resource responsibilities.  As Chairperson of the SPRC, 

she will be serving as an advisory member to the CUMC Governance Team. 
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Janice Honeycutt Hering, Governance Team 

Janice has been a member of CUMC since 2001. She is an active member of the Class of 

Promise and has served on the Finance Committee for several years, and served on the 

Vision Pathway committee. 

She shares that “For me, church (CUMC) is about relationships. Relationships with those in 

my class, those who share my beliefs, those who support and hold me accountable and 

relationship with GOD. If there are things we can do as a church to help members and 

visitors build and strengthen their relationships I want that.” 

She and her husband, Jim Hering, married in 2009 and both brought 2 kids and 2 dogs to the relationship so they now 

have 4 kids and 4 dogs. Sean 22, Matt 21, Brianna 19 and Maddie 14 (almost 15) all have busy lives. 

Janice is an executive coach and works with groups of CEO’s and business owners to grow their businesses and find 

balance in their lives. Prior to that Janice was Regional Director of Operations for the NM United Blood Services and 

Vice President of Leadership at the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce. 

Janice has her MA in Organizational Learning from UNM and Bachelor in Business Administration also from UNM and is 

certified in Appreciative Inquiry. 

She is excited to be part of the Governance Team this year. If she can help ANY member of the congregation, she 

hopes they reach out. She can be reached at janice.honeycutt@yahoo.com or 553-8587 (phone or text). 
 

Karl Jarvis, Governance Team 

My name is Karl Jarvis.  I was born and raised in Santa Fe and spent 20+ years in Florida after 

graduating college from NMSU with a degree in Finance.  I returned to New Mexico 14 years 

ago, living in Albuquerque.  I have a wife, Hilary, and two children, Kendall (22) and 

Kristopher (28).  

I want this Church to be a vibrant place of Worship, of Sanctuary, of Refuge.  I want Central 

to be able to provide the programs and outreach that connect it to those that need God’s 

help, God’s love, God’s guidance.  I’m proud to serve on the Governance Committee and ask 

for your prayers over the coming year. 
 

Don Lenk, Governance Team 

I am Don Lenk.  My wife, Margaret, and I recently moved back to Albuquerque after working 

near Washington DC for 38 years.  I am a retired technical writer, and Margaret is a retired 

middle school teacher. We live on the west side, near Cottonwood Mall.  We have two 

grown children and one teenage granddaughter. We visited Central early last year and 

decided it to make it our church home.   

I want Central to thrive, but we need your ideas and comments to make it happen.  So 

please take part by attending a listening session with a group or one-on-one. You can 

contact me by email at donlenk@yahoo.com or by phone at 505-899-9875. 
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Ruth Pirttinen, Governance Team 

I am grateful to all who make my worship at Central a time when I am spiritually renewed, 

uplifted, and challenged. May God help us express his love in all the connections Central 

offers from worship, Sunday classes, outreach programs, and many more. I pray the 

vibrancy of the church continues to grow.  

Ruth Pirttinen riochaco@aol.com 

 

 

Rev. Bert Scott, Governance Team 

Bert is a retired United Methodist Minister and a member of the Oregon/Idaho Annual 

Conference. He was born in McComb, MS and grew up in Vicksburg, MS.  He has experience 

as a pastor, campus minister, teacher, and a workshop and retreat leader. He has served 

churches and campuses in Kentucky, Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia, and Oregon.  He sings 

in the choir at Central and usually attends the ALFIE class when not teaching elsewhere.  He 

has lived in Albuquerque 11 years. 

 

Glenn Small, Governance Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Thorne Skrak, Treasurer 

Dear Fellow Central Members— 

I am honored to serve as Treasurer and a member of the Governance Team.  Some of you I 

know and look forward to getting to know better; others I don’t know and hope to get to 

know.  You may know me as the introverted mother of the extroverted red-headed 

daughter, Madeline.  Besides being the mother of a college student, I am a lawyer and an 

aspiring writer.  Introvert that I am, I enjoy getting together with people one-on-one or in 

small groups.  Maddy tells me that the best place to have coffee is Satellite on 

University.  Please call me at 252-2319 to set up a time to meet there or just to talk on the phone.  Or you can e-mail 

me at etskrak@rodey.com.  I want to learn about your perception of the strengths and weaknesses of the church in 

the past and your hopes for the future of the church.  I have been a member of this church for over thirty years.  I have 

been passionately connected, completely disconnected, sort of connected, and reconnected.  If you are comfortable 

sharing your story, I would like to learn about your faith journey in and out of Central and about how the church can 

help you continue on your journey.   
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Jim Sumner, Lay Leader 

I am retired from BNSF Rail Road,  married with one adult son and active with the Boy 

Scouts at District level and with Central’s Troop 134.  Both my wife and I are long time 

members of Central and attend Providence Sunday School class. If you look for me, I am the 

quiet guy at the back of the sanctuary at the 8:30 service and a regular fixture around the 

Church. If you see me, stop me and say Hello. I am looking forward to visiting with all of you 

and especially those of you that I do not know. It is an honor to be selected Lay Leader for 

2016. 
 

Mike Suttle & Paula Sears, Lay Delegates to Annual Conference 

Mike and Paula  have both been Methodists since joining the church with their Confirmation 

Classes, and have been at Central since 2009. As newly selected Lay Delegates to the Annual 

Conference for 2016, they look forward to serving CUMC members by listening to your input 

on issues that might be facing our church and our conference. Mike is interested in seeing 

CUMC be attractive to young adults and families.  Paula enjoys the relationships built in 

small group settings and hopes to see CUMC offer a variety of options in this area for people 

to participate.  Mike is retired from the US Marine Corp & Paula is retired from USDA. They 

are the owners of Suttle Financial Group, where they work to help clients build good “financial boats” to weather both 

days of smooth sailing and stormy seas. They are especially passionate about helping clients plan for the day they 

become "100% generous", to assure their financial estate is set up properly for distribution. 
 

Maxine Todd, Governance Team 

I am Maxine Todd.  I was born and raised in Gallup, New Mexico.  My parents were very 

involved in the First Methodist Church there.  I first came to Central when I was a freshman 

at UNM.  I became a member when I moved back to Albuquerque to make my home 

here.  Since becoming a member, I have been involved in the church teaching children’s 

Sunday school, in Central’s Scout program where my two sons earned their Eagle Scout 

award, and on other committees.  I am a retired teacher having taught in APS for 33 years 

and then worked for eight years teaching first and second graders reading at the Jewish 

Academy.  I would like to see Central as a place where people feel welcome and can grow in their faith and be involved 

in the many activities and opportunities that Central has to offer. 

 

Ralph Wallace, Finance Committee Chair 

Retired. Information Systems Manager/Director after 30 years with Presbyterian Healthcare 

Services 

Instructor of business systems in the College of Information Technology at the University of 

Phoenix, 18 years. 

Member of Board of Directors, Nusenda Credit Union, 18 years. 

Married to Brenda Wallace for 39 years.  They have lived in Albuquerque for 34 years. 
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Maurice Ikle’, Chairperson 

I am honored to be selected to serve as Chairperson for the Board of Trustees in 2016. For 

those of you who do not know me I am a life long resident of Albuquerque and a long time 

member of Central. I am also the proud father of one daughter, Jennifer, who is a doctor at 

Washington University/St. Louis Children’s Hospital. I am a graduate of Albuquerque 

Academy and the UNM School of Architecture & Planning and have been involved in 

commercial real estate brokerage, development, and property management for many 

years. I usually attend the early Sunday worship service. I am also a member of  Partnership 

class, a regular participant at the Monday night Bible study, and serve as an overnight host for Family Promise. 

One of the major responsibilities of the Trustees is to ensure that the buildings and grounds are well maintained and I 

look forward  to working with fellow board members and staff to provide a clean, safe, and welcoming environment 

for members and guests alike. It is also my sincere hope that we are responsive to the overall needs of the church 

community. I believe open  communication is a key component and your comments and concerns are important to us. 

Please feel free to contact me or any of the other Trustees in order that we might serve you better. 

 

Rhys Wetherill, Governance Team 


